1. Introduction {#s0005}
===============

The Hispanic/Latino population is the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in the United States (US) and constitutes almost 18% of the US population in 2017 ([@b0005]). ([@b0010], [@b0015], [@b0020]) Immigration to the US can result in changes of behaviors stemming from the adoption of the US cultural values and beliefs and adherence to US norms influencing health behaviors. ([@b0025], [@b0030], [@b0035], [@b0040], [@b0045], [@b0050], [@b0055]) Specifically among Hispanic/Latino adults, greater acculturation to the US mainstream culture has been associated with higher self-reported leisure-time physical activity ([@b0030], [@b0035], [@b0040], [@b0060]) and sedentary behavior ([@b0045], [@b0050]) and lower self-reported walking for transportation and occupational physical activity. ([@b0035], [@b0065], [@b0070])

However, existing research has explored the relationship between acculturation with physical activity and sedentary behavior using incomplete measures of both, thus contributing to heterogeneous findings. ([@b0075]) Although a common approach, the use of a single measure of acculturation (e.g., duration of time in the US) may inadequately characterize the multi-dimensional process of acculturation. Similarly, most prior research used self-reported physical activity, predominately focused only on leisure-time physical activity. ([@b0075]) Accelerometer assessment can provide more precision to measures, particularly for sedentary behavior, and consideration of alternate modes of physical activity (e.g., transportation, occupational) is understudied.

The Hispanic/Latino population in the US is comprised of different Hispanic/Latino backgrounds (countries of origin) with diverse cultures and norms that may influence health behaviors. ([@b0080], [@b0085], [@b0090], [@b0095]) Additionally, Hispanic/Latino men engaged in different modes of physical activity and more MVPA compared to women. ([@b0080]) Due to the cultural diversity of the Hispanic/Latino population and gender-specific physical activities and sedentary behaviors, Hispanic/Latino background and gender may affect individuals' physical activity and acculturation processes and their associations. As a result, associations between acculturation and physical activity may differ by Hispanic/Latino background and gender. Thus, using the rich acculturation, physical activity, and Hispanic/Latino background information from Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos (HCHS/SOL), the objective of this study was to describe the cross-sectional associations between multiple measures of acculturation and accelerometer-assessed and self-reported physical activity and sedentary behavior. Additionally, as an exploratory aim, we assessed modification of this association by Hispanic/Latino background and gender.

2. Methods {#s0010}
==========

2.1. Study population {#s0015}
---------------------

The HCHS/SOL is a US population-based cohort study designed to examine chronic disease risk and protective factors among Hispanic/Latinos. ([@b0110], [@b0115]) From March 2008 to June 2011, 16,415 self-identified Hispanic/Latino adults aged 18--74 were recruited and enrolled from randomly selected households in four urban communities (Bronx, New York; Chicago, Illinois; Miami, Florida; San Diego, California). The study was approved by institutional review boards at each participating institution and the Coordinating Center, written informed consent was obtained from all participants. All questionnaires ([@b0120]) were staff-administered in participant's preferred language (English or Spanish).

2.2. Physical activity and sedentary behavior {#s0020}
---------------------------------------------

### 2.2.1. Global physical activity Questionnaire (GPAQ) {#s0025}

Self-reported physical activity and sedentary behavior in a typical week were assessed using the interviewer-administered GPAQ. ([@b0080], [@b0125]) The GPAQ captured self-reported frequency (days per week) and duration (10 min or longer) of occupational, transportation, and leisure-time physical activity. Additionally, time spent sitting or reclining was assessed with one question on duration on a typical day. The GPAQ was previously validated in Hispanic/Latino populations ([@b0130]) and is reliable. ([@b0125]) We estimated daily minutes of MVPA, leisure-time, occupational, and transportation physical activity, sedentary behavior, and if a participant met the aerobic Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans ("Guidelines", ≥150 min/week of MVPA, ≥75 min/week of vigorous physical activity, or an equivalent combination of the two counting vigorous as double the time of moderate). ([@b0135])

### 2.2.2. Accelerometry {#s0030}

HCHS/SOL participants wore an Actical accelerometer (version B-1; model 198-0200-03) for 6 days. A complete description of this device is available elsewhere. ([@b0140]) If participants consented, they were fitted with a belt and left the visit wearing the accelerometer above the right iliac crest. Participants were told to wear the accelerometer for one week during usual activities and to remove it only while in the water or sleeping. Non-wear was defined as consecutive zero counts for ≥ 90 min, allowing for up to two-minute time intervals with nonzero counts if no counts were detected during both the 30 min upstream and downstream from that interval. Any nonzero counts except the allowed short intervals were considered as wear time. ([@b0080], [@b0145], [@b0150])

Adherence was defined as ≥ 10 h per day of wear time for at least three of the six possible days of wear. ([@b0155]) Average counts/minute was explored as an indicator of total volume of physical activity. Intensity of physical activity was defined as sedentary (\<100 counts/minute), light (100--1,534 counts/minute), moderate (1535--3961 counts/minute), or vigorous (≥3962 counts/minute). ([@b0160], [@b0165]) Average daily light, moderate, and vigorous activity and sedentary behavior was estimated as follows:

\[(average weekday time in minutes/day\*5) + (average weekend time in minutes/day\*2)\]/7

If individuals did not contribute a weekend day of wear, average wear time was calculated as the average daily activity or sedentary behavior based on number of weekdays the Actical was worn. We estimated average counts per minutes and daily minutes of MVPA.

2.3. Acculturation {#s0035}
------------------

Acculturation was assessed using two subscales from Marin's Short Acculturation Scale for Hispanics (SASH). ([@b0170]) SASH language subscale included three items related to language use patterns (Spanish versus English use in various contexts, α = 0.92) and SASH social subscale included three items related to social relations (degree to which prefers social relationships with individuals of Hispanic/Latino ethnicity or non-Hispanic/Latino ethnicity, α = 0.73). ([@b0175]) Higher scores indicated higher acculturation to US mainstream culture (range 1 to 5). Subscales were analyzed separately. Other acculturation measures included language preference (English, Spanish), age at immigration (0--12, 13--19, 20--44, ≥ 45 years), and years lived in the US 50 states or DC (US born, foreign born in the US ≥ 10 years, foreign born in the US \< 10 years). ([@b0180], [@b0185], [@b0190])

2.4. Covariates {#s0040}
---------------

Standardized procedures were used by centrally trained and certified HCHC/SOL personnel. ([@b0195]) Age (18--24, 25--34, 35--44, 45--54, 55--64, and 65--74 years), gender, education (\<high school diploma or GED, high school or GED, \>high school), total household income (\<\$10,000; \$10,000-\$20,000; \$20,001-\$40,000; \$40,001-\$75,000; \>75,000; missing), marital status (single; married/living with a partner; separated, divorced, widowed), employment status (retired, not retired nor currently employed, employed part-time, employed full time), and occupation (non-skilled worker, service worker, skilled worker) were obtained by self-report. In addition, height was directly measured to the nearest centimeter and body weight to the nearest 0.1 kg. Body mass index (BMI) was calculated as weight in kilograms divided by height in meters squared (kg/m^2^).

2.5. Exclusions {#s0045}
---------------

Among 16,415 participants, we included 15,355 participants in the GPAQ analyses. We excluded participants missing any item from the GPAQ (N = 538) or covariate (n = 522). Analyses for GPAQ occupational physical activity were further restricted to participants with full- or part-time employment (N = 7,935). We included 11,954 participants in the Actical analyses. We excluded participants that were not adherent (i.e., \<3 days with ≥ 10 h of wear time each; n = 3,665), wear time\>23 h (n = 116), GPAQ variables missing (n = 333), and missing any covariate (n = 347).

2.6. Statistical analyses {#s0050}
-------------------------

We separately examined the association of five measures of acculturation (SASH language and social subscales, years in the US, age at immigration, and language preference) with five measures of self-reported physical activity (MVPA, leisure, occupational, and transportation physical activity, and meeting Guidelines), two measures of accelerometer-assessed physical activity (average counts per minute and MVPA), and two measures of sedentary behavior (min/day; self-report and accelerometer-assessed).

All analyses account for HCHS/SOL complex survey design and were weighted to adjust for the sampling selection probabilities and nonresponse. Analyses were performed using SAS version 9.3 software (SAS Institute, Cary, NC) and SUDAAN software release 11 (RTI International, Research Triangle Park, NC). Acculturation was assessed independently without multiple constructs in the same model. We used Poisson regression with robust standard errors to examine cross-sectional associations of acculturation and physical activity, because the number of min/day was not normally distributed (spike of zero minutes and skewed distribution). Linear regression was used for sedentary behavior. Logistic regression was used for meeting Guidelines. Models were adjusted for age, gender, BMI, education, income, marital status, employment status, Hispanic/Latino background, and HCHS/SOL site. Accelerometer--assessed MVPA was further adjusted for sedentary behavior and total wear time. Accelerometer--assessed sedentary behavior was further adjusted for wear time.

We hypothesized that the association between acculturation and physical activity would differ by Hispanic/Latino background. Thus, as an exploratory aim, we assessed modification by Hispanic/Latino background and gender with acculturation, separately. To account for multiple testing, for each response variable separately we used a conservative Bonferroni correction using an alpha level of 0.01 given five measures of acculturation. If an interaction term was significant, we reported stratified results; otherwise, we reported overall results.

Due to missing data related to accelerometry, analyses were adjusted for missing data using inverse probability weighting ([@b0200]) based on predicting Actical adherence from associated variables as described elsewhere. ([@b0205]) Data displayed in tables for means, proportions, and other summary metrics represented the characteristics of the underlying population rather than the cohort members studied. The socio-demographic characteristics in the final analytic samples (self-reported (n = 15,355) and accelerometer-assessed physical activity (n = 11,954)) were similar because of the use of the inverse probability weights for the latter.

3. Results {#s0055}
==========

Overall, the sample was 52% female, 77% overweight or obese, 60% with a ≤high school education, 73% with an annual household income of ≤\$40,000, 49% were married or living with a partner, 48% not employed or retired, and 14% were non-skilled workers ([Table 1](#t0005){ref-type="table"}). Socio-demographic characteristics varied by Hispanic/Latino background (Supplement Table 1). Mexicans were younger and Cubans older compared to other Hispanic/Latino backgrounds. A higher percentage of Puerto Ricans were obese (47%) compared to other Hispanic/Latino backgrounds. Cubans and South Americans were more likely to have a high school diploma (49%, 51%) compared to other Hispanic/Latino backgrounds. A higher proportion of Mexicans and Central Americans were non-skilled workers (21%, 18%) compared to other Hispanic/Latino backgrounds.Table 1Socio-demographic characteristics; Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos (HCHS/SOL), 2008--2011 (N = 15,355).Socio-demographic characteristicsNWeighted %Age (years)18--24155016.825--34193721.835--44279721.445--54462619.055--64322012.865--7412258.3Female920852.1Body Mass Index (kg/m^2^)Normal or underweight (\<25)308723.0Overweight (25--29.9)578137.3Obese (≥30)648739.7Education\< High school diploma or GED579932.1High school diploma or GED393228.1\> High school diploma or GED562439.9Annual Household Income\< \$10,000217713.2\$10,000-\$20,000458528.8\$20,001-\$40,000480130.6\$40,001-\$75,000193013.4\> \$75,0006205.5Missing12428.6Current OccupationNon-skilled worker243014.4Service worker15089.5Skilled worker181111.9Professional/technical, administrator, executive9386.9Other occupation12639.2Not employed or retired740548.1Marital StatusSingle419834.3Married or living with partner799349.3Separated, divorced, widowed316416.4Employment StatusRetired (not currently employed)14568.2Not retired nor currently employed596440.1Employed part-time265817.4Employed full-time527734.3

3.1. Acculturation and self-reported physical activity and sedentary behavior {#s0060}
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SASH language scores were higher among individuals who had spent more time in the US (Supplemental Table 2). SASH social mean score was 0.4 points lower among those who had lived\<10 years in the US compared to those US born (mean score = 2.5). Similar associations were seen between SASH subscales and language preference.

We tested for modification between self- reported physical activity and sedentary behavior with all acculturation measures by Hispanic/Latino background and gender, separately. Because few interactions between acculturation measures and Hispanic/Latino background were significant for self-reported physical activity and sedentary behavior (Supplement Table 3), results were presented overall ([Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}). Similarly, few interactions between acculturation and gender were significant for self-reported physical activity (Supplement Table 4). Since consistent evidence was observed for modification of sedentary behavior by gender for four of the five acculturation measures, we presented stratified results, as described next ([Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}).Table 2Adjusted means of self-reported and accelerometer-assessed physical activity and sedentary behavior (min/day) by years in the United States and language of interview; Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos, 2008--2011Physical Activity Response VariableNOverallYears in the USLanguage of PreferenceUS Born≥10 years\<10 yearsP-value [a](#tblfn1){ref-type="table-fn"}EnglishSpanishP-value [a](#tblfn1){ref-type="table-fn"}Mean or %95% CIMean or %95% CIMean or %95% CIMean or %95% CIMean or %95% CIMean or %95% CI**Self-Report**N = 15,355N = 2,680N = 9,092N = 3,583N = 9,092N = 2,680Leisure-time physical activity (min/day)15,35524.522.826.224.420.927.925.523.427.722.719.825.70.1825.922.229.724.021.726.30.45Occupational physical activity (min/day) [b](#tblfn2){ref-type="table-fn"}7,935121.6114.4128.7116.4100.9131.9113.6104.8122.5138.6123.6153.7**\>0.01\***110.094.4125.7125.3116.3134.30.12Transportation physical activity (min/day)15,35532.630.234.935.731.040.432.228.535.930.627.234.00.2637.132.541.731.028.533.60.02MVPA (min/day)15,355137.2131.7142.7140.6127.4153.8132.2125.2139.1143.5133.5153.50.09137.2124.6149.7137.2130.6143.90.99Meets Physical Activity Guidelines (%) [c](#tblfn3){ref-type="table-fn"}9,87067.466.268.770.367.672.966.865.168.566.564.468.50.0667.864.770.667.465.968.80.82**Accelerometer**N = 11,954N = 2,680N = 9,092N = 3,583N = 3,074N = 12,281Average total counts/minute11,954177.7173.4182.2183.2174.1192.7172.3166.7178.0182.2173.9190.90.04181.2173.3189.5177.4172.3182.60.42MVPA (min/day)11,95424.823.725.926.925.328.723.822.625.124.422.826.0**0.002\***26.625.028.424.022.925.1**0.002\***Sedentary behavior (min/day)11,954704.1696.0712.2701.2693.1709.2705.7697.6713.8703.6695.3712.0**0.0001\***702.3694.0710.6704.7696.6712.80.02[^1][^2][^3][^4][^5]Table 3Adjusted means of self-reported and accelerometer-assessed physical activity and sedentary behavior by age at immigration; Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos, 2008--2011Response variableAge at Immigration0--12 years13--19 years20--44 years≥45 yearsP-value ^a^Mean or %Lower 95%Upper 95%Mean or %Lower 95%Upper 95%Mean or %Lower 95%Upper 95%Mean or %Lower 95%Upper 95%Self-ReportN = 1364N = 2044N = 7558N = 1709Leisure-time (min/day)23.819.328.419.816.922.719.617.421.819.215.822.60.50Occupational (min/day), N = 7,93597.578.2116.8107.493.2121.6130.0120.2139.8147.6115.8179.4**0.0100**Transportation (min/day)33.425.741.129.122.835.529.826.333.234.628.540.60.20MVPA (min/day)121.2106.5135.8121.0109.5132.5130.9123.7138.1147.1131.1163.10.08Meets Physical Activity Guidelines (%) ^b^67.262.871.364.160.867.364.462.566.364.160.667.40.70**Accelerometer**N = 1364N = 2044N = 7558N = 1709Average total counts/minute176.1164.7188.4169.9159.3181.1173.1167.3179.0168.6151.8187.30.80MVPA (min/day)25.623.627.821.619.923.522.921.624.322.019.325.1**0.0050**Sedentary behavior (min/day)703.0689.5716.4694.8683.0706.7694.8685.9703.6700.0688.6711.30.30Table 4Summary of results for the association between acculturation with self-reported and accelerometer-assessed physical activity and sedentary behavior, Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos, 2008--2011Acculturation (Exposure)Self-reportAccelerometerVariableReferent GroupLeisure-timeTransportationOccupationalMVPAMeeting the GuidelinesSedentary Behavior [a](#tblfn4){ref-type="table-fn"}Average counts per minuteMVPASedentary BehaviorSASH Social\*++++SASH Language\*+--Men ++Women +Language PreferenceSpanishMen ++Women +Years in the USForeign born in the US \< 10 years--Men ++--Women +Age at Immigration≥45 years--Men -+Women +[^6][^7][^8][^9][^10][^11][^12]Fig. 1Adjusted mean of self-reported sedentary behavior (min/day) by acculturation and gender; Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos, N = 15,355 Footnote: Stratified modes by gender adjusted for age, income, marital status, employment status, Hispanic/Latino background, and body mass index.

3.2. SASH language and SASH social subscales {#s0065}
--------------------------------------------

Among adults, a one unit higher SASH language score (higher language-based acculturation to the US mainstream culture) was associated with more leisure-time (β = 0.07, 95% CI: 0.01, 0.14 min/day) and less occupational physical activity (β = −0.11, 95% CI: −0.17, −0.05 min/day, Supplement Table 5). There were no associations between SASH language and self-reported MVPA, transportation physical activity or meeting Guidelines. The association between SASH language and self-reported sedentary behavior was different by gender (Supplement Table 4). For a one-unit increase in SASH language, sedentary behavior was 26.4 min/day higher among women but only 15.3 min/day among men (Supplement Table 5). Among adults, a one unit increase in SASH social score was associated with more leisure-time (β = 0.22, 95% CI: 0.13, 0.32 min/day), transportation physical activity (β = 0.20, 95% CI: 0.07, 0.33 min/day), MVPA (β = 0.13, 95% CI: 0.06, 0.19 min/day), and meeting Guidelines (β = 0.24, 95% CI: 0.14, 0.34 min/day). SASH social was not associated with occupational physical activity or sedentary behavior.

3.3. Language preference {#s0070}
------------------------

Language preference was not associated with self-reported physical activity ([Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}), but was associated with sedentary behavior and differed by gender (Supplement Table 4). Men and women who preferred English reported higher sedentary behavior compared to those who preferred Spanish. Women English speakers spent 50.7 min/day more in sedentary behavior compared to Spanish speakers (307.8 and 257.1 min/day, respectively, [Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}). Whereas men English speakers spent 21.2 min/day more in sedentary behavior compared to Spanish speakers (296.9 and 275.7 min/day, respectively, [Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}).

3.4. Years in the US {#s0075}
--------------------

US born adults and those who lived in the US ≥ 10 years reported 22 and 25 min/day less in occupational physical activity, respectively, compared to those who lived in the US \< 10 years (adjusted mean = 138.6 min/day, 95% CI: 123.6, 153.7, [Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}). However, years in the US was not associated with other physical activity measures. The association between years in the US with sedentary behavior differed by gender (Supplemental Table 4). US born men had 14.5 and 26.9 more sedentary min/day compared to those who resided in the US ≥ 10 and \< 10 years respectively ([Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}). In contrast, US born women had approximately 46 more sedentary min/day and there was no difference between those who lived ≥10 or \<10 years.

3.5. Age at immigration {#s0080}
-----------------------

Age at immigration was only associated with occupational physical activity and sedentary behavior. This association differed by gender ([Tables 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"} and Supplement Table 4). The younger individuals were when they migrated to the US, the lower occupational physical activity they reported ([Table 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"}). Women and men who immigrated at younger ages reported more sedentary behavior compared to men and women who immigrated at older ages ([Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}). However, among women there was a trend of less sedentary behavior at older ages of immigration, whereas among men, there was no such trend and those who immigrated between 20 and 44 and 45+ years reported similar sedentary behavior.

3.6. Acculturation and accelerometer-assessed physical activity and sedentary behavior {#s0085}
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There was no modification between accelerometer-assessed physical activity and sedentary behavior with all acculturation measures by Hispanic/Latino background and gender, separately (Supplements Tables 6 and 7). Thus, we present aggregate associations between acculturation and accelerometer-assessed physical activity.

3.7. SASH language and SASH social {#s0090}
----------------------------------

Higher SASH language (higher acculturation to the US mainstream culture) was associated with higher accelerometer-assessed MVPA (β = 0.06, 95% CI: 0.03, 0.09 min/day for a one-unit increase, Supplement Table 5). There were no other observed association between the SASH language and social subscales and physical activity.

3.8. Language preference {#s0095}
------------------------

Individuals who preferred English engaged in three minutes more of MVPA compared to those who preferred Spanish who had an adjusted mean of 24.0 min/day (95% CI: 22.9, 25.1, [Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}).

3.9. Years in the US {#s0100}
--------------------

Although statistically significant, differences in years in the US were small for accelerometer-assessed MVPA and sedentary behavior ([Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}). US born individuals engaged in three more min/day of MVPA compared to those who migrated, and four and two less minutes of sedentary behavior compared to those that were in the US for ≥ 10 years or \< 10 years, respectively.

3.10. Age at immigration {#s0105}
------------------------

Individuals who immigrated to the US at 13--19 years, 20--44 years, and ≥ 45 years engaged in four, three, and four minutes less, respectively, of accelerometer-assessed MVPA compared to those who immigrated at 0--12 years that had an adjusted mean of 25.6 min/day (95% CI: 23.6, 27.8, [Table 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"}). Age at immigration was not associated with total counts/minute and sedentary behavior.

4. Discussion {#s0110}
=============

Among our diverse sample of Hispanic/Latino adults, the association between acculturation with physical activity and sedentary behavior varied across assessments of both the exposure and outcome. Leisure-time and occupational physical activity were associated with language acculturation but not language preference. Social acculturation was positively associated with self-reported leisure-time, transportation, and MVPA and meeting Guidelines but not associated with accelerometer-assessed physical activity. Years in the US and age at immigration were negatively associated with occupational physical activity and positively associated with accelerometer-assessed MVPA. Our results highlight the complexity of the relationship between acculturation and physical activity, and emphasized the importance of using multiple measures of acculturation and physical activity when assessing this association.

4.1. Language acculturation {#s0115}
---------------------------

Language preference and the SASH language scale capture a participant's comfort level with and use of the English language. Language is important in many contexts, and our findings regarding higher leisure-time physical activity among adults that preferred English were similar to other studies. ([@b0025], [@b0035], [@b0040], [@b0210], [@b0215], [@b0220], [@b0225], [@b0230], [@b0235], [@b0240], [@b0245], [@b0250], [@b0255], [@b0260], [@b0265], [@b0270], [@b0275], [@b0280]) US cultural and social effects may influence Hispanic/Latinos to be more active in their leisure-time. However, other modes, such as occupational physical activity are important to assess in relation to acculturation and have been previously associated with English language preference. ([@b0025], [@b0285]) Our results suggest that higher SASH language scores and not language preference were associated with lower occupational physical activity. Acculturation measured by the SASH language subscale may suggest that, as one becomes more English proficient, access to non-manual labor employment opportunities increase. However, the lack of an association with occupational physical activity may indicate that language preference may not discern English proficiency.

4.2. Residency in the US {#s0120}
------------------------

Years in the US represents a cumulative exposure to the US. More time in the US was associated with lower occupational physical activity and more accelerometer-assessed MVPA. More years in the US may present increased access to non-manual labor employment. To account for self-report bias, accelerometers have been used to assess physical activity and sedentary behavior. The few studies that have used accelerometry to assess the association between acculturation and physical activity have presented mixed results. ([@b0225], [@b0285], [@b0290], [@b0295]) Although one study found women born in Mexico acquired more steps/day than those born in the US, there was no association between acculturation and accelerometer-assessed physical activity. ([@b0290]) Among Latino adults, less acculturated participants, according to the SASH, engaged in less overall activity. ([@b0285]) Our findings suggest adults that lived in the US longer participate in more MVPA. However, accelerometers do not consider context and physical activity may be accumulated differently by acculturation level. Similar to years in the US, age at immigration, which represents developmental or life stages at which someone moves to the US, was also associated with higher occupational physical activity and accelerometer-assessed MVPA. Although capturing slightly different contextual areas of acculturation, age at immigration and years in the US are highly correlated.

4.3. Social acculturation {#s0125}
-------------------------

The SASH Social subscale measures the degree to which a participant prefers social relationships with individuals of Hispanic/Latino ethnicity or non-Hispanic/Latino white ethnicity. Higher SASH Social scores (higher acculturation) were associated with more leisure-time and transportation physical activity, MVPA, and meeting Guidelines. More socially acculturated HCHS/SOL participants, in the four urban sites, may be influenced by peers who rely on motorized transportation due to distances of resources and potential perception of neighborhood safety, there is greater reliance on motorized transportation. ([@b0075], [@b0300]) Social changes that accompany immigration may be important mechanisms by which acculturation influences health behaviors such as physical activity. ([@b0305])

4.4. Sedentary behavior {#s0130}
-----------------------

There were small differences in accelerometer-assessed sedentary behavior by acculturation level. In contrast, we found multiple measures of acculturation was positively associated with higher self-reported sedentary behavior. Americans are world leaders in sedentary behavior,([@b0310]) and when exposed to new social norms, such as repeated face-to-face interactions with sedentary individuals, ([@b0315]) Hispanic/Latino immigrants may increase sedentary behavior. In addition, Hispanic/Latinos may watch increasing amounts of television as they acculturate because of television's central role in individuals' lives in the US. ([@b0320]) Acculturating to life in the US may also influence an increase in occupational and transportation sedentary behavior. As stated previously, acculturation is associated with less occupational activity. ([@b0325]) Thus, occupational sedentary behavior may displace occupational activity. Holding sedentary-based employment can significantly decrease one's weekly activity levels. ([@b0330]) Additionally, we found modification for gender with acculturation for the association between self-reported sedentary behavior. There were larger differences in sedentary behavior by acculturation among women. Hispanic/Latino men engaged in more occupational and overall physical activity than Hispanic/Latino women, which may influence overall sedentary behavior. ([@b0080], [@b0285])

5. Limitations {#s0135}
==============

Surveys, such as the SASH subscales, have been measured as valid ways to approximate acculturation and language is a powerful symbol of ethnic identity. ([@b0335], [@b0340]) However, SASH and proxy variables may fall short of explaining the complex nature of acculturation. ([@b0345]) Specifically, multidimensional measures of acculturation that capture the idea that individuals can adopt the beliefs and behaviors of mainstream US culture while still maintaining their ethnic identity. ([@b0350]) Measures that provide two scores, one for the Hispanic/Latino domain, and one for the non-Hispanic domain may perform better to assess acculturation as a continuum between two cultural identities. However, including multiple acculturation variables that may capture varying aspects of acculturation strengthens the overall ability to identify points of intervention on the acculturation continuum to promote more physical activity and less sedentary behavior.

Although we have rich information on acculturation, physical activity, and sedentary behavior, our study is cross-sectional in nature. Future studies should evaluate changes in acculturation and physical activity and sedentary patterns over time and follow participants from when they immigrate to the US to assess important transition points in acculturation status, physical activity, and sedentary behavior. Additionally, because barriers to physical activity are cultural in nature, ([@b0355]) cultural adaptation of interventions and awareness of unique facilitators and barriers to physical activity may be important along the spectrum of acculturation levels. A more detailed understanding of the influence of acculturation on relation to physical activity and sedentary behavior could increase specificity in research and interventions to target to higher risk groups.

6. Conclusions {#s0140}
==============

Higher acculturation was associated with self-reported and accelerometer-assessed physical activity and self-reported sedentary behavior among a large, diverse Hispanic/Latino cohort in the US. However, the direction of the association was dependent on the measure of acculturation and the type of physical activity, highlighting the complexity of these relationships. Future research is warranted to understand the role of the multi-dimensional process of acculturation, how existing measures of acculturation can be interpreted, and how acculturation changes over time in contributing to different physical activity outcomes.
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[^1]: Abbreviations: Moderate to vigorous physical activity (MVPA).

[^2]: Adjusted for age group, gender, center, education, income, marital status, employment status, background, and body mass index.

[^3]: P-value for overall group effect.

[^4]: Restricted to participants with full or part time employment (N = 7,935).

[^5]: ≥ 150 min/week of MVPA, ≥75 min/week of vigorous physical activity, or an equivalent combination of the two counting vigorous as double the time of moderate.

[^6]: All acculturation measures were examined using separate models; all models were adjusted for age group, gender, center, education, income, marital status, employment status, Hispanic/Latino background, and body mass index.

[^7]: +indicates that as acculturation increases, the outcome increases (positive association).

[^8]: −indicates that as acculturation increases, the outcome decreases (negative association).

[^9]: Blank cells indicate the association was not significant

[^10]: Abbreviations: Short Acculturation Scale for Hispanics (SASH); moderate to vigorous physical activity (MVPA.

[^11]: \*Indicates the variable is continuous and there is no reference group.

[^12]: Interaction terms for gender were statistically significant; thus, results for sedentary behavior were presented by gender (male and female).
